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Message from the President
by Joe Stephens

As the year comes to an end I will be turning the presidency over to Mike
Fowler. I think that he will make an excellent president.
We also have some new and returning members that I think will put some
new life in the club. It will probably still be a few months before most members feel safe to gather again after the trials of 2020. I would hope that
most of us will have been vaccinated by early spring and we can pick up
with the picnic which we lost this year to the virus.
I plan on doing the News Years day drive that Jim Quinlan has set up and
hope we have 4 or 5 others show up. Jim has a route picked out that
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Message from the President
(Continued from page 1)

should be a nice ride. Weather.com is predicting a sunny cool day for the 1st. He should have
more information elsewhere in the traveler.
I plan to stay active in the club
and help out as much as I can.
Mike Fowler was going to help
Bill Collins (who we lost to cancer this year) with the Pensacola
event coordinator's job. It would
be nice if someone could step
forward to help Mike with that
job.
Joe Stephens

Traveling along the Model ‘A’ Highway

Also please don’t forget to renew your
2021 Gulf Coast Model ‘A’ Club membership.
It is $30.00 per year and can be mailed to Becky
Baisden at
GCMAC,
PO Box 812
Cantonment, FL 32533
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Happenings of
the Gulf Coast
Model ‘A’ Club

save the club money in printing and mailing costs.
New president Mike Fowler was enthusiastic about
2021 and is eager to start planning more Model ‘A’
events and cruises.

Election Results for the Gulf Coast Model ‘A’ Club
Mike Fowler has stepped in to replace Joe Stephens
as President and Martha Fuller has volunteered for
the Vice President position. Charlotte Dahlenburg
has volunteered to take on the responsibilities of Club
Secretary. Becky Baisden will continue with being the
Treasurer and Ray Harper and James Gray will continue to volunteer their time as Club Historian and
Chaplain.
We had a virtual “zoom” meeting on December 21
with approximately a dozen people in attendance and
were able to vote the new slate of officers in. Everyone voted Aye.
Martha Fuller brought up the need to come up with
prices for corporate advertising in the Traveler newsletter. We decided it will be $50 for a credit card size
ad and $75 for 1/4 page ad running for a year.

Betty Fortnier requested $100 from the club to buy
phone cards for veterans as it was budgeted by the
club earlier this year.
Welcome to new members Doug and Alyce Wolbert from Elberta Alabama. They own a 1929 AA
Dump Truck and a 1930 Roadster “Jalopy”. They
also own Sweet Home Farm Cheese Organic Dairy
Farm. Doug also collects vintage radiator caps and
has quite an extensive collection of them.
Austin Wall is preparing to soon remove the body
from his Town Sedan that he’s been restoring.
Got a new Model ‘A’? Starting a new project or making progress on your current one? Anything interesting in your world that you want to share with the club?
Gulf Coast Model ‘A’ members want to know. Send
news and pictures to Jim at tap5s@yahoo.com or
727 265 0381. Thank you !!!

Terry Pampel volunteered to mail out issues of the
traveler to those who don’t have internet access to

Photo by Janet Shreading on MAFCA’s 2011 Nation Tour along
the Nachez Trail

Find the ten differences between these
two pictures.
Answers can be found within this issue.
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Terry and Nancy Pampel of Gulf Shores, Alabama

After clearing it with my two brothers, I bought my 1930 coupe from my father in 2012. The car has a long history in
our family. It was originally purchased in 1945 in Indiana for my father by his brother and cousin and they drove it to
Anniston, AL, where my father was in infantry training and my mother worked in the chow hall. My parents drove the
"A" back to their home in Indiana and my father was deployed for the invasion of Japan. Fortunately, Japan surrendered while my father was aboard a troop ship in the Pacific. While my father was then stationed in post-war Japan,
my aunt drove the car to her job as a telephone operator during the remainder of the 1940's.
The "A" was stored in my grandparent's barn until about 1962. My father took her out of storage and repaired/restored
her for my older brother to drive while he was in high school. During the winter I remember draining the radiator every
night and refilling it in the morning before riding to school with my brother. I turned 16 in 1966, so then it was my turn
to drive our "A". I loved her and took my now wife of 50 years, Nancy, on our first date in this car. (It was a Christmas
dance and very cold, so I knew she'd have to snuggle to keep warm.) After I graduated from high school, my younger
brother's turn came. He stripped off the fire engine red paint and used the colors I still have today. Kind of a county
sheriff's style.
I think that I was the most passionate of my family about having the old girl, so after arranging to own her, my father
and I drove the "A" to her present home in Gulf Shores. We drove about 900 miles in three days and did a swing
through Anniston for old time's sake. With only the brake pedal shorting out the home-made hot wire, surviving
the dreaded "death wobble", and deep conversations about the proper way to drive a Model A, we made it home.
Jim wanted me to tell
you about blowing
up the muffler, but I
think I'll save that for
a show-and-tell.
Terry Pampel

What’s your story? We want to hear it. You can either write up a story and send it to the editor or if you’re not big on writing,
give me a call (727) 265-0381) and I will gather the information from you and do a writeup about your family and your ties to the
world of Model ‘A’s. It will only take a few minutes or your time but it’s a good way to boost enthusiasm in our club. Especially
since we are spread out in a large geographic area. Thanks and I hope to hear from you soon , Editor

4

The Tech Day / Garage Meet

A nice group of Gulf Coast Model
'A' Restorers Club members had a
fun day at our Tech Day / Garage
meet Wednesday December 9th.
We were treated to a surprise delivery by a working 1928 AA dump
truck bringing me a load of compost - cow manure and hay. The
truck is occasionally used at a local
dairy farm and is equipped with
two transmissions in it making six
speeds. I got to operate the hand
crank to dump it and it actually
worked pretty good considering all
the weight in the bed.
We enjoyed cider and donuts while
talking Model ‘A’s and catching up
on what everyone was up to.
There weren’t too many greasy
knuckles this day but we did check
the front end alignment of one car
and inspected the undercarriage.
Everyone seemed to have a really
nice time.
We’ll plan another one of these in
January so plan on driving your car
and joining us. The next one we
schedule will be on a Saturday.
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Not easy to see in this picture but there are two
Transmission shifters to make 6 gears (on the AA truck)
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Jan 1 Happy New Years Day Cruise to welcome in
the New Year 2021 (finally)

Feb 14 Valentine’s Day
Feb 15 President’s Day

Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 16 Garage meet / Tech Day
Pensacola and Mobile Restaurant Breakfasts are still
on hold.

Feb 13 Day before Valentine’s Day Cruise

Model ’A’ Garage meet / Tech day
Saturday January 16, 2021
A few people said they were unable to make the previous garage meet and were looking forward to another chance to do an oil change on their car or just stop by to talk Model ‘A’ with
fellow enthusiasts. So we’re going to do it again and this time it will be on a Saturday to accommodate everyone.
Meet up at 9195 Clarke Ridge Rd. in Foley January 16 at 1:00 pm. Please let me know if you have any questions 727 265
0381 Jim. Trailer parking is available.

Join us for a Fun Cruise New Years Day
January 1, 2021
Meeting place at 11:00 am in the main parking lot of OWA which is on the Foley Beach express 100 N. Owa
Blvd, Foley Al 36535. Pensacola and Mobile people are encouraged to caravan to the meeting spot at Owa so we
can enjoy a cruise together along the Gulf of Mexico to Pensacola and end up at the home of Wesley and Helen
Chalk to see Wesley’s “new” 1929 Dump Truck. If you can’t drive your Model ‘A’ then drive what you have and join
us.
Wesley & Helen’s house (our destination) is: 415 Bunker Hill Dr., Pensacola, FL 32506
we will travel route 98 through Lillian and Elberta traveling back toward OWA.

On the return trip

If anyone has questions or needs any assistance, feel free to call Jim Quinlan at 727 265 0381

The best way to celebrate the upcoming new year is cruising in your Model ‘A’
with other Model ‘A’ people !!!

“Day Before Valentine’s Day” Cruise February 13, 2021
See details of this event on the next page ….
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“Day Before Valentine’s Day” Cruise
Get your Model ‘A’s ready for cruising on February 13, 2021. We will meet at the waterfront park/pier in Fairhope at 1
N Beach Rd, Fairhope, Alabama at 11:00 am and then enjoy a pleasant cruise ending up at the Gulf Shores Zoo. If
people feel comfortable we may opt for lunch at the new zoo restaurant which is one of our favorite restaurants. If
we’re lucky, we may even be able to use their gorgeous meeting room.
You want to be sure to make this cruise as it’s a great way to celebrate Valentines Day and take your best friend for a
ride. After lunch you are free to purchase an admission to the zoo if you wish or head for home. Great way to spend
Valentine’s Day weekend. It’s a real nice little zoo. If you can’t drive your Model ‘A’ drive what you have and join us.
More details will be published in the February Newsletter. Mark your Calendar now.
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Jim’s Tech Tip
by Jim Cannon

Removing Rear Wheel Hub/Drum
The rear hubs and drums are bolted on to the tapered axel shafts quite tightly. It
is not always easy to get them off when you need to inspect the brakes or check
the rear wheel bearings. Don't let this put you off.
You can buy a special "hub puller" that is designed to help get the hub offofthe
axel. It uses a large bolt that you screw in to press against the axle, and the
puller pulls on the hub.
Some Model A hubs were made with a ridge that sticks up, away from the hub
body. The puller connects with that ridge. Other hubs were made with a groove
machined down into the hub. The puller goes down into that groove and pulls as
you tighten the bolt.
Some pullers are specific to the style hub you have (ridge up or groove down)
so before getting a tool, you should remove a wheel to see what kind of hub you
have to be sure to get the right puller. Other pullers are designed to work with
either style hub, which is handy -- so you might want to look for one of them.
When using the puller, it is hard to keep
the drum from turning as you tighten the
bolt on the puller. Put a wheel lug nut on
the drum temporarily and puta 13/16"
box-end wrench on it. Press down on
that wrench while you lift up on (tighten)
the big bolt in the puller. The wrench
willjam against the hub and stop the
drum from turning as you tighten the
bolt.
When using the puller, tighten the big
bolt, then tap the head of the bolt with
a hammer. Tighten the bolt again, then
tap with a hammer again. Repeat this
until the hub pops free of the tapered
axle.
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January

Anniversaries
2 Martha Fuller
9 Mike Fowler
13 Margaret Lundy
15 Jim Quinlan
19 Jim Gray
28 Janice Warmack

Foy & Judy Bobo

Please make Jim Gray, Chaplain (251)
406-1841 aware of any special needs for
prayer.
Protect our Service men and women at
home and in foreign countries, that they
may return home safe. Many families are
in need of our prayers and our help.
Please remember them and give offerings
from our hearts.

If your birthday or anniversary doesn’t appear and it should, please notify the editor so we can update our list, thanks

Note from Jan Collins:
Dear Model A Club:
Thank you for your prayers, calls, cards and words of encouragement during Bill's illness and passing. Bill
would have been so pleased that you drove your cars to his memorial service! He enjoyed his visits with each
and every one of you and loved participating in the Model A Club activities. His most favorite outings were hosting the WW Vets in the Veteran's Day Parade and the West Gate Children's Mardi Gras Parade (& seeing the
children's eyes light up over the beads and stuffed animals.
We pray that you will have many happy healthy miles in your Model As and thank all of you for the fun times we
enjoyed.
Sincerely,
Jan Collins, Michael & Tamara Creeden, Terry & Stephanie Collins

Answers to puzzle
1. Guy in blue shirt appears twice.
2. Tool bag moved.
3. Fire Extinguisher and its reflection in door
are missing missing.

4. More trees on right side
5. Grass greener (tough one to find).
6. Bumper clamp missing
7. Oil Spot is gone.

11

8. #8 missing on license plate
9. Woman appears twice
10. Hubcap and wheel missing Rt. Wheel

2021 MAFCA National Tour in New Hampshire
June 20-25, 2021

One of our favorite reasons for belonging to a national club is touring with a large group of Model
‘A’s. There’s nothing like going down the road with 100+ Model ’A’s providing plenty of smiles from
lucky spectators watching the cars go by with ahhooogah horns a blaring. So much fun. And
you’re guaranteed to meet some of the nicest people at these events.
It’s recommended to stay at the host hotel where all the action is So if you’re considering this national tour, make your reservations now. As of December 23, 2020
the block of available rooms was beginning to fill up. But no worries if it’s filled as
they will have secondary hotels available nearby.
Click here MAFCA NATIONAL TOUR to find the sign up for the Early Bird Newsletter, Registration and Lodging, Contact Information and much more.
Sign-up for Early Bird Newsletter NOTE: When submitting the request please be
sure to include your email address in the body of the message.
Several people from GCMAC are seriously thinking about representing our club at
this event.
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One front seat for a 1929 Tudor
Contact Sidney Clarke
(251) 753 7067
poppagran17@gmail.com
——————————————
Zenith Carburetors and Model ‘A’
Distributors wanted in any condition
for rebuilding Jim (727) 265 0381

Have parts you want to sell? Need a
certain part for your restoration?
Submit a want ad and we’ll run it in
the newsletter for 3 months.
Email ad and any pictures to Jim at
tap5s@yahoo.com.

1930 Original Florida License Tag for Sale.
Needs sandblast and paint for restoration. There are four
small holes in corners $200 obo
Contact Clyde Anderson (850) 741-4360

1929 Town Sedan (AACA First Place winner) For
Sale 1985 National Meet. Not a show car now but a Model A set
for touring. Was on Tour with Alabama Ramblin A's for 23K
miles. A proven Tour Car. $18,000
David A Black Cullman, Alabama 256-339-3234
Inserted engine (Skokie Built)
4 speed Ford overdrive Trans
Oil Filter
Gauges Temp, Oil Pressure
Water recovery system
Alt 6 volt
A 29 Alabama tag (if sold in Alabama)
Seat belts.
Trunk with cover
Very nice Car cover
Wind Wings
Fresh Oil & Filter Synthetic Oil
New 8 Volt Battery & Coil

1929 Model A Tudor For Sale
$19,000 OBO
Contact Becky Baisden
Cell # (850) 384-5717
beckyb0814@att.net
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The text in the ad says
“Everyone with a Model ‘A’
needs a good cut - out / Exhaust Relief Valve.”
I’m still trying to wrap my head
around what this actually does
and how it ties into the steering
column. Looks like a spring
lever on the steering column
opens up the exhaust before it
gets to the muffler.
Might sound faster but exhaust
fumes in that proximity just
don’t seem like a very good
idea. Probably why it never
caught on.
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MAFCA.com - serving Model A Ford owners since January 1, 1997
The Model A Ford Club of America, Inc. (MAFCA) is dedicated to the restoration, preservation and enjoyment of the Ford Model A and AA cars and
trucks, as manufactured from 1928 through 1931. We are an active, familyfriendly organization whose members share a passion for these historic vehicles, plus other aspects of life in that era, such as fashions.
MAFCA is a not-for-profit corporation with
members and local affiliated chapters all over
the globe. This makes us the largest car club in
the world dedicated to one make of automobile. We hope you enjoy looking through our
site, and we invite you to join us!

Our award winning magazine “The
Restorer”

Membership in Model A Ford Club of America
is encouraged. MAFCA Dues are $50.00 and
should be mailed to MAFCA Headquarters,
250 South Cypress, LaHabra, CA 90631-5586

For more info visit: https://www.mafca.com/

The Traveler is published for the membership and friends of the Gulf
Coast Model A Club. Outings are held monthly at various locations and
times. Views expressed in the Traveler are not necessarily those of the
Club Officers or MAFCA.
Club membership is $30.00 per year and
can be mailed to Becky Baisden at:
GCMAC,
PO Box 812
Gulf Coast Model ‘A’ Club website:
Cantonment, FL 32533
https://www.gulfcoastmodelaclub.net/
Permission to copy from this newsletter is granted provided credit is given to the author and publication.
Club dues are $30 per year for individuals or families. We currently have a membership of 30+ families. We believe
in doing maintenance on the cars, educating ourselves on the Model A, fellowship with other members, showing the
cars, driving the cars locally and on tours and having a great time seeing and driving our vehicles.
We have fun and would welcome you as a member whether you own a Model A or not. Come join with us in a wonderful hobby that is historical and worthwhile. You will meet friendly people who are in love with the Model A and who
love to drive, show and talk about their cars.
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